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By Roxana Popescu, Karen Kucher
& Lori Weisberg | UNION-TRIBUNE

sound like firecrackers. Confu-
sion. An “eerie feeling.” Then,
understanding and terror.
This is how Iman Salem’s
life changed the morning of May 18,
when she was on her way to the Islamic
Center of San Diego. She spotted a man
sherecognized as Nadir Awad, running
from his house toward the mosque.
He locked eyes with her and gestured
urgently for her to leave.

As Salem, a physician and mother of
three, drove away in panic, she saw aman
lying motionless, bleeding from his head.
That was Amin Abdullah, the mosque’s
security guard. Within seconds, Awad
also would be fatally shot.

Imam Taha Hassane of the Islamic Center of San Diego leads community members in prayer during Eid al-Adha at the San
Diego Convention Center.“Hate speech has been the very bullet murdering innocent people,” he said. LUKE JOHNSON / U-T

‘We must find a greater love

COMMUNITY HOPES TO HEAL IN WAKE OF DEADLY MOSQUE ATTACK

Since the attack, she has had trouble
sleeping. Her mind kept playing back the
shocking things she saw. But she has also
found ways to start to heal. Volunteering.
Helping others. Crying. Talking. Hoping.

Almost two weeks after the terror
attack on the Clairemont mosque that
killed Awad, Abdullah and Mansour
Kaziha, thousands are mourning the loss
of three cherished community members
and searching for ways to move forward.
Last weekend the center hosted a day of
healing, with activities for children and
support from mental health profession-
als and religious leaders.

People have been organizing meal
trains and donating money to help the
families of the dead. The center canceled
its summer camp, but the mosque has
reopened and continues to draw crowds

As they support the families of the deceased and return to the Islamic Center
of San Diego for prayers, local Muslims are on a long road to recovery
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to prayers. They are reviewing security
protocols and reaching out to elected
officials. District Attorney Summer
Stephan and Rep. Sara Jacobs recently
toured the center.

More deeply, San Diego’s Muslims
have been puzzling over the roots of the
hatred that sent two young men into a
holy place with the intent to commit
mass murder.

All of this has overlapped with a key
time in Islam: Eid al-Adha, a four-day
festival that celebrates Abraham’s love
for God and an intervention by God to
allow Abraham to sacrifice aram instead
of his own son.

InaFacebook post, the Islamic Center
drew connections between the holiday,

See MOSQUE on Page A8

Will court settle county agencies’ dispute?

Probation Department, oversight board at impasse over law on releasing personnel records

By Kelly Davis & Jeff McDonald
UNION-TRIBUNE

A protracted tug-of-war between the San
Diego County Probation Department and its
civilian oversight board is stalling the public’s
business and posing potential new costs, with
neither side able to agree on how to interpret
anew state law.

Probation officials are refusing to turn over
records of officers under investigation by the
county’s Citizens’ Law Enforcement Review
Board, or CLERB.

According to the Probation Department, the
oversight board must first notify anyone whose
records are being sought and issue a subpoena
for the information. Both the employee and
department can then legally challenge the
subpoena before any documents are released,
county officials say.

But CLERB, which is charged with inves-
tigating complaints against the Probation
Department and the Sheriff’s Office, says it
has a legal right to the records under a 2025
law authored by Assemblymember LaShae
Sharp-Collins, a San Diego Democrat.

See CLERB on Page A6

WHO WE SERVE
January 13, 2025

9,167 clients supervised by
Probation

- 8443 aduts

« 724youths.

Citizens’ Law Enforcement Review Board in 2025. The two bodies are at loggerheads

over a new state law on releasing personnel records. ARIANA DREHSLER / U-T FILE

Millions
in vacation
rental tax

still owed

to county

About 1,200 properties are
registered, but additional
700 not paying fair share

By Kristen Taketa
UNION-TRIBUNE

Hundreds of owners of vacation rental
properties across unincorporated areas
of San Diego County are failing to pay the
taxes they owe.

That’s costing the county around $10
million every year in unrealized revenue,
officials estimate — money that if collected
would nearly triple the size of along-con-
troversial county grant program.

The transient occupancy tax equals 8%
of rent charged to customers and applies to
hotels, motels, Airbnb and VRBO rentals,
and other spaces rented out for stays of 30
days or less.

It’s one of the biggest sources of uncol-
lected tax revenue for the county, Treasur-
er-Tax Collector Larry Cohen said in an
interview, largely because the tax is self-re-
ported. It “requires everyone to be honest
about what’s going on,” he said.

Cities have their own regulations for
short-term rentals, but the county oversees
rentals in unincorporated areas.

Last fiscal year, the county brought in
$9.5 million in revenue from the tax. As of

See RENTALS on Page A12

North County
contest to help

decide control
of Congress

Well-known Republican faces
three contrasting Democrats
in the redrawn 48th District

By Lucas Robinson
UNION-TRIBUNE

Across inland North County, three very
different Democrats are making their final
pitch to voters in the final days of a primary
that will shape one of the year’s most
important battles for control of Congress.

They’re among a crowded field looking
to advance to the general election along-
side one Republican who appears to have
a November berth locked down — leaving
voters to consider not just their records and
policies but also their overall electability in
what could be a tough race.

Republican San Diego County Supervi-
sor Jim Desmond has the endorsement of
President Donald Trump, the most money
(the only other Republican has raised none)
and alongtime record inlocal elected office,
and he is widely expected to head to a
November runoff.

On the Democratic side, there’s not
nearly so much clarity. Of the nine candi-
dates on the ballot, three have locked up
the lion’s share of the campaign money and
big-name support.

San Diego City Councilmember Marni
von Wilpert is going for the moderate lane,
touting her record on public safety while
also pushing an economic platform to
expand bargaining rights for labor unions.

See CONGRESS on Page A10
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Solar & Home Battery Needs!

- Up to 30% discount on bundles
- Unmatched roof warranty
- Extended solar panel warranty

- Most resilient whole-home battery

- Financing options available

- Certified Solar & Battery Service Technicians
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