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San Diego City Council members are rais-
ing concerns about Mayor Todd Gloria calling 
the spending plan he released April 15 a “draft” 
budget instead of a full-blown “proposed” 
budget ready for debate and haggling.

The mayor’s subtle shift in terminology 
appears to begin the next front in an ongoing 
war between the mayor and council for control 
and influence over the city budget.

The new battle comes at a crucial time, with 
the city facing deep cuts and potentially signif-
icant employee layoffs for the first time since 
the aftermath of the Great Recession 15 years 
ago.

The council took steps a year ago to consol-
idate its power by reshaping budget review 
hearings held each May and by creating new 
opportunities to debate spending decisions and 
restore cuts proposed by the mayor.

One year later, the mayor is for the first time 
characterizing his spending plan as a “draft,” 
and he’s saying he’s likely to substantially 
change it with his release of a May 14 docu-
ment called the “May revise.”

That timing could seriously diminish the 

Control of 
city’s budget  
shifts toward    
mayor under 
revision plan
Gloria presents ‘draft’ strategy 
but says he may substantially 
change it after council hearings

By Jason Horowitz
THE NEW YORK TIMES

VATICAN CITY — In a 
solemn and majestic funeral on 
the steps of St. Peter’s Basilica, 
the Roman Catholic Church on 
Saturday laid to rest Pope Fran-
cis, the first South American 
pope, whose simple style, pasto-
ral vision and outsize footprint 
on the world stage reinvigorated 
and divided the institution that 
he led for a dozen years.

Heads of state, royals and reli-
gious leaders sat with an array of 
Catholic prelates in brilliant red 
robes around a closed cypress 
coffin holding the body of Fran-
cis, who died Monday at 88. Atop 
his coffin, the pages of an open 

book of the Gospels fanned in the 
breeze.

Hundreds of thousands of 
faithful filled and spilled out of 
St. Peter’s Square and streamed 
down the long avenue to the 
Tiber River. In the previous 
days, about 250,000 waited in 
long lines to say farewell to the 
pope, whose body was dressed 
in red vestments and his simple, 
scuffed black shoes as he lay in 
state before the basilica’s altar.

“The guiding thread of his 
mission was also the convic-
tion that the church is a home 
for all, a home with its doors 
always open,” Cardinal Giovanni 
Battista Re, dean of the College 

‘A POPE AMONG THE 
PEOPLE’ LAID TO REST
Funeral centers on Francis’ inclusive approach, humble style as voice of the voiceless 

At her home in Mira Mesa, Kim-Trang Dang, left, and friend Tawn Nguyen share 
memories of fleeing Vietnam after the fall of Saigon.  NELVIN C. CEPEDA / U-T

By Maura Fox
UNION-TRIBUNE

The memory of fleeing Vietnam 
after Saigon fell 50 years ago this week 
is never too far removed from the minds 
of the San Diegans who endured it.

Some, like Tawn Nguyen, were chil-
dren on April 30, 1975, when the North 
Vietnamese forces captured the South 
Vietnamese capital of Saigon, marking 
the end of the Vietnam War.

Just 9 years old, Nguyen was soon 
out on the open ocean with her family, 
fleeing by boat. At sea, they were sepa-
rated from her 6-year-old sister and 
only reunited months later at a refugee 
resettlement camp in Arkansas.

Others, such as Phong Duong, tried 
repeatedly to flee over the years. His 

Saigon’s fall still shapes S.D. community
50 years on, stories of harrowing escapes, efforts to rebuild lives bond Vietnamese

By Gary Robbins
UNION-TRIBUNE

What is that? Are those intestines?
You might have wondered that recently 

if you were looking at the image biologist 
Andrew Ward had displayed on a screen at 
Scripps Research in La Jolla.

The reality was more jarring. Ward was 
showing a tiny piece of the Lassa virus, which 
can double a person over in pain, make their 
head swell and, in some cases, quickly result 
in death.

But that image, created from nearly 70,000 
particles, also represented hope.

There’s a technological revolution underway 
that’s making it faster and easier for scientists 
to see the molecules that undermine human 
health — and possibly fight the problem.

The “resolution revolution” involves 
cryo-electron microscopes, whose ever-im-
proving detectors and software are producing 
three-dimensional images in unprecedented 
detail, aiding drugmakers.

They reveal detail so precise that Ward was 

Big microscope 
reveals tiniest 
threats to the 
human body
Scripps Research device brings 
clarity to search for new drugs 
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A nun holds a photo of Pope Francis while 
attending his funeral Mass in St. Peter’s Square. 

See SAIGON on Page A11

Top: Pallbearers carry the coffin of Pope Francis 
during his funeral in St. Peter’s Square at the 
Vatican on Saturday. AP PHOTOS
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