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In all of Wisconsin, there is just
one house of worship: Lambeau
Field, home of theGreen Bay
Packers.

Growing up in the state, the
players were our heroes. We didn’t
miss a game. And nomatter the
outcome, we faithfully looked
forward to the following Sunday.

My love of the Packers endures
— disappointing seasons and
cross-countrymoves aside.

Somany of us idolize sports
figures. We envy their talent. We
regale in their accomplishments.
Andwe pay ungodly sums to
watch them play. (The average
price for a Packers ticket in 2019
was $243.)

Today, as we face a global
health crisis, we have new heroes:
the front-line workers who are
keeping our country afloat amid
the coronavirus pandemic. In
“normal” times, they are over-
looked and undervalued, if not
disrespected. It’s all different now.

The sudden shift makesme
wonder: Why dowe put pro ath-
letes on a pedestal? Ormovie
stars, for thatmatter?What
makes themworthy of hero stat-
us?

These days, I see heroes else-
where. In Dallas, cafeteria worker
Yolanda Fisher continues to pre-

paremeals for children and fam-
ilies in need. The school where
Fisher works closedMarch 23.
Since then, she and her co-work-
ers havemade and distributed
more than 1millionmeals. Fisher
says that she considers serving
people to be an honor.

Fisher appears on the cover of
the latest issue of Timemagazine,
along with other front-line work-
ers. It’s a sacred space in Ameri-
can journalism that’s usually
reserved for the influential, like
business and government leaders,
or cultural icons. Edward Felsen-
thal, editor in chief, says that the
selection was unusually simple
because of the workers’ courage
and selflessness. He writes, “This
fight is being waged in largemea-
sure by frontline responders, from
themedical workers risking their
lives to the delivery people and
pharmacy employees who aren’t
able to stay in their homes to the
coroners who are confronting
wartime body counts.”

Come to think of it, teachers
deserve hero status, too. They had
only a short time to prepare for
the closure of their schools, likely
until fall. The challenge of repli-
cating all school functions in a
virtual environment is enormous.
Seemingly, so is their desire to
continue the learning. Last week,
I watched a fewminutes of an

online lecture thatmy daughter
was attending andmarveled. It
felt as rich as a classroom experi-
ence.

The teachers, the health care
workers, the delivery people:
These are heroes by chance, not
by choice. They didn’t go looking
for this fight. It came looking for
them. But there they are, in the
ring, throwing punches at an
invisible opponent with all they’ve
got.

But, even as we celebrate these

people, how dowe square our
reverence with the fact that so
many of them are underpaid and
under-protected?

In a recentWashington Post
story, Abha Bhattarai writes
about themore than 3million
grocery store employees who
restock shelves and freezers, fill
online orders andwork the check-
out lines. Bhattarai says that
many of these workers are putting
in longer shifts and taking on
bigger workloads, despite feeling

stressed and scared as their col-
leagues fall ill.

Fast-food workers, too, say
they are terrified of catching the
coronavirus at work. Being called
a hero does little to assuage fears
about sickness when your employ-
er doesn’t offer paid sick leave.

Nor does the praise help you
pay the rent. According to
Ziprecruiter.com, the average
monthly pay for a fast-food
worker in SanDiego is $1,604. The
averagemonthly rent for a one-
bedroom apartment is $1,856.

Finally, there’s onemore group
of unsung heroes that is worthy of
mention: parents. Those of you
with children are working hard at
(all of) your jobs, trying tomain-
tain a semblance of household
order and optimism as the pan-
demicmarches on— even as we
all continue to worry.

My respect for parents grows
each day of this crisis. At the end
of the year, they’ll havemy vote for
Timemagazine’s highest honor:
Person of the Year.

Dinkin is president of the National Conflict
Resolution Center, a San Diego-based
organization working to create innovative
solutions to challenging issues, including
intolerance and incivility. NCRC is nationally
recognized for its conflict management and
communication strategies. To learn about
NCRC’s programming, visit ncrconline.com
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SINGING THE PRAISES OF COUNTRY’S UNSUNG HEROES
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Food service employees Yolanda Fisher (center) and Pamela
Harrington of T.W. BrowneMiddle School in Dallas on April 16.
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business interestsbeforethe
city.

In recent months, be-
hestedpaymentsweremade
by the Seidler Co., which is
run by a co-owner of the San
Diego Padres, the master
leaseholder of city-owned
Petco Park; a family trust
run by Thomas Sudberry,
who relies on city permits to
develop housing; and San
DiegoGas&Electric, which
is negotiating a franchise
agreementwith the city that
will havemajor implications
for the company’s future op-
erations.

One San Diego is the
leading beneficiary of
Faulconer’s charitable so-
licitations, collecting more
than $1 million in contrib-
utions during his tenure as
SanDiegomayor.

In addition to providing
food and other donations to
low-income families across
the community,OneSanDi-
ego is dedicated to helping
Faulconer himself, accord-
ing to organization tax re-
cords.

“Through its work, One
San Diego seeks to support
the organization of theMay-
or’s Office,” the mission
statement says.

The document goes on to
say the nonprofit will “en-
gage neighborhoods
through collaboration and
community involvement
and better connect SanDie-
gans with local leaders to

buildmore resilient commu-
nities.”

The charity’s articles of
incorporation, filed with the
state AttorneyGeneral’s Of-
fice in July 2014, include this
stated purpose: “to relieve
the city of San Diego of the
costs and burden of con-
ducting activities on behalf
of the office of the mayor of
SanDiego.”

The One San Diego gov-
erning documents also say
charity assets may be spent
on furniture for city offices,
polling on public policy is-
sues and search firms to as-
sist with City Hall staffing,
amongotherprojects.

Francis Barazza, one of
themayor’s deputy chiefs of
staff, joined theOne SanDi-
ego board of directors in
2018, tax records show. The
Mayor’s Office said Baraz-
za’s board service did not
pose a conflict of interest.

“She joined the board to
support the mayor’s chari-
table fundraising efforts,”
Chadwickwrote.

One San Diego website
does not list Barazza as a
current boardmember. For-
mer San Diego police chief
ShelleyZimmerman is listed
as a current member of the
board.

Lani Lutar, a registered
lobbyist who regularly
meets with themayor’s sen-
ior aides on behalf of her cli-
ents, has served as the One
San Diego board chair for
several years. Her clients in-
clude Rancho Guejito,
which has an interest in the
city groundwater program,
and Sempra Services Corp.,
the Sempra Energy subsidi-
arychallengingthecity’sCli-
mateActionPlan.

Neither the Mayor’s Of-
fice nor the charity respond-
ed to questions about the
appropriateness of having a
professional lobbyist serve
as chairwoman of the may-
or’s nonprofit. They instead
issued nearly identical
statements.

“There is not a conflict of
interest with her serving on
the board,” the One San Di-
ego statement said.

According to themost re-
cent One San Diego federal
tax filing, submitted in Sep-
tember for the tax year end-
ing Dec. 31, 2018, the charity
raised $440,000 and spent
$322,000. Its year-endnet as-
sets nearly doubled to
$255,000.

During the same period,
OneSanDiegospent$40,000
on fundraising and $72,500

onanexecutive’s salary.
The largest budget line

by far is for “events and pro-
grams”— $183,000 in spend-
ing that is not reported in
detail. The budget line item
for “eventsandprograms” in
2017was $103,000.

All told, themayor’s non-
profit has collected almost
$2 million over the past six
years, according to federal
tax filingsandbehestedpay-
mentdisclosures.

In 2014, One San Diego’s
first year in business, the
charity reported $112,000 in
total income. The annual
revenue climbed to $260,000
in 2015, to $370,000 in 2016
and to just over $450,000 in
2017, tax filings show.

The organization’s 2019
tax filingwillnotbeavailable
for public inspection until

later thisyear,butFaulconer
has reported just over
$347,000 in donations to the
charity at his behest since
the start of 2019.

Meanwhile, grants
awarded by One San Diego
declined to $12,500 in 2018,
tax records show, a signifi-
cant decline from the
$135,000 spent on grants the
prior twoyears.

Executive Director Dena
DiSarro said the drop was
due to a specific strategy
adopted by the board of di-
rectors.

“While the amount of
grants to other organiza-
tions was not as high as
years prior, the number of
programs that directly cor-
related to needs throughout
the most underserved com-
munitiesdid increase,which
supports the increase in
spending,” shesaidbyemail.

Specifically, DiSarro
said, One San Diego imple-
mented its first event with
the Alpha Project to help
homeless people living in
shelters or transitioning to
temporaryhousing.

ShealsosaidOneSanDi-
ego increased its backpack
program, helping 3,000 stu-
dents from five schools. It
further distributed more
than 1,000 turkeys at
Thanksgiving and helped
San Diego police promote
two community events, DiS-
arro said.

“Mayor Faulconer
launched One San Diego as
a nonprofit to help bring re-
sources and opportunities
toallSanDiegansregardless
of where they live,” the exe-
cutivedirector said.

Carl Luna, who teaches
political science at Mesa

CollegeandtheUniversityof
San Diego, said that dona-
tions to political leaders’
charities areanotherway for
well-heeled residents to gain
favorwith those leaders.

“Powerful business
groups and organizations
like to keep people in power
happy by contributing to
their causes,” he said.
“There’s a whole nonprofit
and non-governmental or-
ganization ecosystem that
depends on the kindness of
wealthydonors.”

Behested payments do
not typically result in direct
quid pro quos — the taking
of one thing in exchange for
another—Luna said.

“What it creates is a web
of intereststhatgetaccessto
the levers of power, more so
than theaverageperson,” he
said. “It’s simply theway the
systemworks. If you want to
change that, change theway
you finance elections and
everything else.”

Faulconer reported that
all of the $35,000 in behested
payments raised so far this
yearwent toOneSanDiego.

The latest donations
pushed Faulconer’s total so-
licitations as mayor past $3
million, although the pace of
contribution has declined in
recent years.

In 2019, he disclosed
$337,500 in behested pay-
ments, almost all of it toOne
San Diego. That was down
from 2018, when he reported
$369,799 in solicited dona-
tions.

Themayor’s biggest year
was 2017, when he disclosed
more than $1.1 million in
charitable solicitations.

jeff.mcdonald@sduniontribune.com

WATCHDOG
Chief of staff
on the board
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Source: California Forms 803 filed by Faulconer since 2014
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The mayor’s behest
History of behested payments — donations to a charity
at the behest of a public official — reported by Kevin
Faulconer since he was elected San Diego mayor. The
main beneficiary has been One San Diego, a nonprofit
Faulconer set up in 2014 whose mission, in part, is to
support the Mayor’s Office. Other contributions
benefitted other charitable organizations and the
mayor’s 2014 inauguration events.
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Total behest donations
Donations to
One San Diego

$1,146,000

$35,000

$337,000

$370,000

$789,000

$177,000

$243,000

$393,000

$35,000

$312,000

$370,000

$328,000

$177,000

$0

tions, online schooling,
transportation and infor-
mation about the novel co-
ronavirus.

The nonprofit also
launchedaGoFundMecam-
paign in March to establish
an emergency fund for fam-
ilies directly affected by job
loss.AsofFriday, theorgani-
zation has raised $420 of its

$100,000 goal.
“Our priority right now is

to assist the families and
make sure that they don’t
fall into the background,”
said Ahmed Sahid, presi-
dent and CEO of Somali
FamilyServices.

The organization nor-
mally serves at least 3,000
families a year, Sahid said,
but last week alone it served
atleast1,000people.Thenon-
profitexpectsthatnumberto
grow.

Ruqiya Abdi recently
turned to the nonprofit for
help applying for food
stamps. She and her hus-

band live in Paradise Hills
with their eight children. The
youngest is7andtheoldest is
23.

Abdi’s husband is not
working, and she went from
working 70 hours a week as
an independent caregiver to
20 hours. She said she wor-
ries aboutpaying rent.

Salaad Omar, a refugee
fromSomalia, said people in
the community struggle
withnavigatingapplications
for available resources.
Omar, 24, has visited Somali
Family Services in the past
for assistance but this time,
he is the onehelpingothers.

Omar works as a Lyft
driver and because business
is slow, he spends his time
driving Somali community
members to the grocery
store. He recently applied
for unemployment but wor-
ries about being able to pay
rent andotherbills.

“It’s a really sad mo-
ment,” Omar said. “You
learn that whatever money
youmake you have to save it
next time tobe ready.Wene-
ver expect this kind of thing
in this country.”

andrea.lopezvillafana
@sduniontribune.com

UNFAMILIAR
Somalis face
obstacles
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Salaad Omar, 24, volunteers with Somali Family
Services, helping drive people to the grocery store.
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tine. So it should be easy to
continue as things open up,
or so it seems. Butwith any
semblance of normalcy
comes the potential for
people to act as they did
before the pandemic hit.

In the future, as it was at
the outset of the co-
ronavirus outbreak, that
can be unwitting behavior
by some, butwillful negli-
gence by others.

In recentweeks,more
media attention has been
paid to cultural divides over
the advisability and neces-
sity of social distancing and
maskwearing. The split has
sometimes occurred along
ethnic and generational
lines. But like just about
everything else these days,
it has becomepartisan.

The latter wasmanifest
onThursday in Lansing,
Mich., the state’s capital, as
critics ofDemocraticGov.
GretchenWhitmer’s stay-
at-home and social-distanc-

ing orders protested outside
her office. The protest was
organized by theMichigan
Conservative Coalition, a
group affiliatedwith Presi-
dentDonaldTrump, and
MichiganFreedomFund.

Someprotesters carried
Trump campaign signs and
shouted “lock her up,” the
familiar refrain at Trump
rallies when he talked about
Hillary Clinton.Many de-
manded that businesses be
allowed to reopen.

While personal views can
play into this, there’s been
plenty ofmixedmessages to
create uncertainty about
the severity of the outbreak
and the tactics to stop it.
For example,many health
officials early on didn’t
advocate that everybody
wear amask in public, with
some suggesting it wouldn’t
domuch good. Nowmost
are insisting upon it.

Trump,meanwhile, has
been all over themap, from
downplaying the crisis to
ramping up a federal re-
sponse to saying it’s basi-
cally up to the states. Re-
cently, he took toTwitter to
implore states to domore
testing—even though his
administration has not

established a cohesive,
nationwide testing plan or
enough equipmentwith
which to carry one out.

Then, in separate tweets
he called for supporters to
“liberate” the states of
Michigan,Minnesota and
Virginia.

He has continually
pushed to try to kick the
economy into high gear
sooner than some of his
health experts and even
some of the nation’s busi-
ness leaders think is pru-
dentwithout solid testing,
tracing and isolation pro-
grams in place.

Many businesses and
people out of work are un-
derstandably frustrated
with the situation anddon’t
necessarily fall into any
philosophical camp. They
just want to resumework in
as safe an environment as
possible.

TheLincolnClub, a
Republican-leaning San
Diego business and political
group, onMonday called for
the creation of a local task
force to recommendhow
best to reopen businesses.
OnFriday,MayorKevin
Faulconer and county
Board of Supervisors Chair-

manGregCox announced
the formation of such a
panel in conjunctionwith
the SanDiegoRegional
Chamber of Commerce and
the SanDiegoRegional
EconomicDevelopment
Corporation.

But ifmore businesses
open in the very near future,
howmany peoplewill
come?

AGallup poll released
last week showed large
majorities of Americans
were not ready for an imme-
diate return to normal
activities, butwanted to
wait longer and see how
things unfold. That view
was consistent among all
age groups, betweenmen
andwomen, across political
party lines, and in cities,
suburbs and rural areas.

Continued social-dis-
tancing ruleswillmean
businesses such as restau-
rants and theaterswon’t be
able to handle asmany
customers as they did back
in the good old days, pos-
sibly for a longwhile. Unfor-
tunately, thatwillmean
fewer employees or fewer
hours for workers and lower
revenues, but at least they’ll
get going again— if they

survive the shutdown.
Customerswho patron-

ize those establishments
will have to abide by house
rules, whether it’s “nomask,
no gloves, no service” or
something else.

The bigger concernmay
bewhether SanDieganswill
consistently live by the
safety guidelineswhen
parks, beaches, trails and
other now-closed public
places reopen.

Coastal towns near
Jacksonville, Fla., have
agreed to a partial reopen-
ing of their beaches, accord-
ing toTheFloridaTimes-
Union. The beacheswill be
accessible for activities such
aswalking, running, fishing,
swimming and surfing
during specificmorning and
early-evening hours, but
theywill remain closed
duringmidday. No beach
chairs, blankets, grills or
coolers will be allowed.

“It’s not a sunbathing
opportunity,” said Jack-
sonville BeachMayorChar-
lie Latham.

OnFriday, SanDiego
City CouncilwomanBar-
baraBry, a candidate for
mayor, called on the city to
workwith county health

officials and the local scien-
tific community to comeup
with a plan to open beaches
and parks by the first week
inMay.

In SanDiego, govern-
ment can lay down the
rules, but it’s going to take a
concerted effort by individ-
uals to follow themandnot
backslide to pre-virus hab-
its that are no longer con-
sidered safe or acceptable.

Hopefully, some views
from regular peoplewill be
sought as new guidelines
are developed. Then, it’s up
to us.

Having tasted a bit of the
freedomswe took for
granted, it will be hard to
take if we have to go back
homebecausewe couldn’t
handle the responsibility.

Tweet of the Week
Goes to 7NewsBoston

WHDH(@7News) about a
warning from theTaney-
town (Md.) PoliceDepart-
ment.

“Police reminding resi-
dents to put pants on before
leaving house to check for
mail.”

michael.smolens@
sduniontribune.com
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Some push
against advice
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