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The SanDiegoUnion-Tribunewill mark its 150th anniversary in 2018 by presenting a
significant front page from the archives each day throughout the year.

Sunday, October 7, 1913
In 1913 aStandardOilCompany tank farmon the city’swaterfront exploded.Burning

oil and gasoline spread to a nearby lumberyard and flowed into the bay. Firefighters bat-
tled the blaze for three days.

Here are the first few paragraphs of the story:

WAVEOFBLAZINGOILSWEEPSLUMBERYARDS

QUARTERMILLIONGALLONGASOLINETANK
BLOWSUPSCATTERINGFIREABROAD

FlamingOil SpreadsOutOverBay andAttacks the LumberYards
of Buchanan andWhitney-MeadCompanies; All FiremenEscape,
Although ItWasRumoredSomeWereCaught in Sea of Flames

SPECTATORSREPORTEDTOBEMAROONEDONWHARF;
REPORT ISNOTVERIFIEDASYET

Flee FromExplosion to StandardOilWharf,WhichBlazedBehindThem;
FlamesWereBalked of Prey byRescuers inBoats;WarehouseAlsoAblaze;

Fire Still Raging at 3O’ClockThisMorning

WITHaroar that rocked thewalls of the
Savage Tire Company three hundred
yards away, shook a trolley car on the rails
five blocks off, and rattled the windows in

the houses within the radius of over amile,
the Standard Oil Company's 250,000-gal-
lon distillate tanks blew up yesterday just
before noon.

The explosion came after the fire had
burned for thirty-five hours and had at-
tracted tens of thousands to the foot of
Twenty-sixth street to watch the confla-
gration.

Immediately after the explosion the
burning oil and gasoline spread out over
the bay in awave of flame and attacked the
lumber yards of the Buchanan Lumber
Companyand theWhiting-MeadCommer-
cial Company.

The firewas beatenback from the yards
of the Buchanan Company, but at an early
hour this morning was still burning
through the lumber piled acreage of the
Whiting-Mead corporation.

RESCUEDBYLAUNCHES
Aroll call of the firemenearly thismorn-

ing showed that all were safe. Whether any
spectators whowere gathered on the knoll
across the Santa Fe tracks and between
the fire and the bay, lost their lives could
not be ascertained, although other specta-
tors declared last night that they had
sought safety on thewharf of the Standard
Oil Company.

Within fifteen minutes after the explo-
sionthiswharfwasburning,but it isbelieved
that themarooned victims of the explosion
were rescuedby launchesandsailboats that
had gathered in the bay to witness the fire.
The lumber schoonerFredA.Sander,which
was lying in the bay within one hundred
yards of the burning oil tanks, pulled up an-
chor after the explosion and made its way
furtherout into thestream.Thecaptainhad
beenwarned early in the afternoon.

The crude oil thank, which contained
1,260,000 gallons of crude oil has been a
roaring furnace since Sunday noon. At 11
o’clock last night one of the big doors on
the west blew out and took with it a part of
the entire western side. Instantly awave of
burning oil several feet in height poured
forth across the vacant block to the west
andadvancedwitha roarupon the yardsof
theWhiting-MeadCompany, ablockaway.

This roaring wave forced back precipi-
tately the few that had gathered on the
outskirts of the lumber yard. It poured in a
torrent into the ditch occupied by the
tracks of the Santa FeRailroad and flowed
east and west into the bay, cutting off the
escape of those who were gathered on the
knoll opposite towatch the conflagration.

FROM THE ARCHIVES | LOOKING BACK OVER 150 YEARS

BURNING OIL TANKS
LIGHT UP WATERFRONT

To mark the Union-Trib-
une’s 150th year, the paper has
been running archived stories
onB2everydayduring2018.

A 48-page sesquicentennial
historical section was pub-
lished inApril.

AndWednesday, thedateof
the first San Diego Union in
1868, readers will receive a
commemorative pullout sec-
tion that highlights that first
front page and the U-T’s jour-
nalisticprinciples.

The section is frankly a
workofartbyU-Tdesigndirec-
torMichael Price andpagede-
signerAnitaArambula.

“The piece contains a few
historic nuggets,” Price said,
“but it is primarily a piece that
promotes the role of journal-
ism in society andprovides in-
sight intotheU-T’s journalistic
tenets, and in this age of social
media, the guide also provides information
to help readers become wise consumers of
newsand to improve their journalistic litera-
cy.”

The content about the principles comes
from the U-T’s webpage, “Our journalism,
explained.” It can be found on
sandiegouniontribune.com, then click on
“Sections” intheupper left.

“Our journalism, explained” includes in-
formationonhowtheU-Tconducts itswork.
It describes the different types of articles
thatappearontheU-T’swebsiteandinprint,
defines real news vs. “fake news,” and out-
linesthepaper’s fairnesschecklist.

“Our journalism explained” is a first for
theU-T. It’s adirect response to fabrications
and unprincipled reports widely spread on
the internetandtotheunderminingofmain-
streammedia institutions.

Wednesday’s gatefold sectionwill feature
a quote from William Jefferson Gatewood,
thefoundingeditorandpublisherofTheSan
Diego Union, published in that first edition
Oct.10,1868.

“The Union will be a faithful mirror, re-
flecting from its pages times of distress as
well as of prosperity — hopes and fears,
gloom and gayety and smiles and tears. A
truthfulchroniclerof to-dayandafuturereli-
ablehistorianof thepast.”

Wellput.

Changes to stocks listing
Newspaper readers like

thingstobefamiliar.Changea
feature or move one, and
you’ll hear about it. That’s
what happened last week
when new stock listings ap-
peared Tuesday in the Busi-
nesssection.

Theprevious charts listed
“Mostwidely held” (“includes
the top 125 stocks based on
shares outstanding”); “San
Diego stocks” (“includes San
Diego County-based compa-
nies traded on the NYSE,
Nasdaq Global Market or
NYSEMKTexchanges”);and
SanDiegoOTC/SmallCap.

The new charts list “Most
widely held” (“Includes the
top 100 stocks based on
shares outstanding” but will
include the top 100 stocks
based on market capital);

“San Diego County-based companies”; and
“Stocksof local interest.”

The same day the new listings started,
readerLouCummingofLaJollaemailed.

“Today’s stock listings have deleted cer-
tain stocks, likeUSBank, likePhilipMorris,
likeMondelez, likeGeneralMotors. ... And in
the S.D. County listing, PacWest Bank is
amongst themissing.”

MaurinePool, theBusiness sectioneditor,
said readers had been asking for months for
the listingsto includemoreSanDiegocompa-
nies. Also, the contract with the listings’ pro-
vider was ending, so the editors decided the
timingwas right tomakechanges, alongwith
bringinginanewprovider.

“In order to getmore local companies in-
cluded in the fixed space, some national
companies dropped off the list in the first
days, based on shares outstanding,” Pool
said. “At leastonecompanymovedto ‘stocks
of local interest’ because it was not San Di-
ego-based.”

That stock was Pacific Western Bank,
based inLosAngeles.

The daily listings run Tuesday through
Saturday. The largerweek-in-review listings
willmove fromSaturdaytoSunday.

“Unfortunately, theweekly dividendswill
no longer be available,” Pool said. “But we
hope thenewproviderwill giveour readers a
consistent lookatstocksof interest.”

THE READERS’ REPRESENTATIVE: ADRIAN VORE

Pullout section will recognize 150th

The cover of the sec-
tion readers will see
Wednesday.

You could almost see the
last fumes of daylight evap-
orating from the hot desert
sands as the sun dipped be-
hind the San Ysidro Moun-
tains.

In the wash of deepening
gray, black-tailed jackrabbits
were becoming more active,
and the black-throated spar-
rows were no longer coming
to the small pond forwater.

Another summer day was
changing from light to dark,
and a different world was
about to awaken.

Against a sky that was
now the last shade of dark
blue, a bat flashed by. Our
missionwasabout tobegin.

With friends Russ Hun-
saker and bat expert Dick
Wilkins,wehadsetupsophis-
ticatedphotoequipmentthat
would soon allow us to capture these fasci-
nating creatures as they swoopedout of the
night to drink or capture insects on the sur-
face of thedesert pond.

I was hoping to get a few good images of
these interesting creatures that are rarely
seenbymostpeople.

The idea of photographing bats struck
mewhile preparing to photograph the Per-
seidmeteorshowera fewmonthsago.Aswe
were setting up tripods and cameras at the
edge of a mountain pond, I noticed bats
swooping toward the water in the final
wisps of dusk.

Buthowdoyougoaboutcapturingatiny
mammal in total darkness moving errati-
cally at high speeds?

That’s whereWilkins came in. He’s trav-
eled to remote corners of the world to pho-
tograph bats, using infrared sensors that
trigger cameraand flashwhenbatspassby.

We met about two hours before dark,
and it takesmorethananhourtosetupand
align the sensors, multiple flash units and
cameras. As dark approached, we were
ready to go.

Shortly after dark the flash units went
off. We had our first shot. Over the next few
hours I capturedmore thanthreedozen im-
ages of these rarely seenanimals.

Bats have a bad reputation. They are
often characterized as disease carriers that
will swoopout of thenight tobite humans.

In reality, these flying
mammals are very clean,
grooming constantly, like
cats. SanDiegobatsprimar-
ily feed on insects. They are
an important contributor to
the control of insects, with
some species consuming as
manyas1,000mosquitoesan
hour. Bats are also impor-
tantpollinators formanyag-
ricultural crops such as
dates, figs, peaches, al-
mondsandcashews.

For those reasons, they
are also beneficial around
your garden.

Most bats live in caves,
rock crevices, abandoned
buildings, or tree cavities,
often in large colonies.

When they emerge at
night, their first task is get-
ting a drink of water, which

theydoonthe fly,openingtheirmouthsand
dipping into thewater.

Toattractbats,manypeopleputoutbat
houses to provide daytime roosting spots.
There are online plans available for bat
house construction aswell as commercially
available boxes for sale.

Despite being highly beneficial, bats do
notmakegoodpets.

Wilkins, who rehabilitates injured bats,
pointed out they don’t interact with people
and are in no way warm and cuddly. They
should be respected simply as beneficial
wildlife and left alone.

Bats can carry rabies like any other
mammal. If you do encounter a bat that is
dead or appears sick or injured, you should
avoidhandling it.

Duringourphotography session,wepri-
marily captured images of two species, the
Townsend’s big-eared bat and our smallest
species knownas the canyonbat. There are
22species inthecountyandmorethan1,200
worldwide.

Wilkins, however, was excited by some-
thing else.

“I think I captured twomore species.One
I can’t ID, but the second is the California
leaf-nosed bat. I’ve never seen this bat in the
wild or inmy hand, so I was pretty excited to
see it turnup inmyphotos,”Wilkins said.

Email ernie@packtrain.com

OUTDOORS: ERNIE COWAN

Bats steal show during photo hunt

A Townsend’s big-eared
bat reflecting in a pond.

ERNIE COWAN

NOTEBOOKS
From Union-Tribune reporting staff

DearMediator,
Ayear ago, after ournext-door

neighbors got adog, they fenced
in their backyardandput agate
across their driveway.Because of
that blockedaccess, the easiest
way to enter their backyard is by
walkingdownourdriveway.We
agreed to this to remainon
friendly terms.But the constant
foot traffic hasbecomeabigprob-
lem.Their friendspeek into our
windowsas theypass closebyour
house, andabackyard construc-
tionproject hasbroughtus a
steady invasionofworkers and
trucks.Any suggestions?

Longing forPrivacy
inMinneapolis

DearLonging,
Aspecial category ofmedia-

tion cases involves theproverbial
gooddeeds thatdonot gounpun-
ished.

Whenaneighborly easement is
granted informally, the recipient
will be grateful at first.But over
time, the “gift”will feel like an
entitlement. If the arrangement
generates conflict later down the
road, rescinding the favorwill
seem like ahostile act.

Openingup lines of communi-
cation is a critical first step in any

mediation. In cases like yours,
approachinganeighborwhomay
lose aprivilege sheorhehas rou-
tinely abused shouldbedonewith
care anddeliberation.

Youarewise toplace apriority
ongoodneighbor relations.But
youarenot facing abinarydeci-
sion: either say something that
will provokeadispute or suffer in
silence.

In conflict resolution,we strive
to takeupunpleasant issueswith
apleasant and respectful de-
meanor.Thegoal is not to con-
front otherpeople but to appeal to
them forhelpwith a vexingprob-
lem.

Until youknowotherwise,
extend thebenefit of thedoubt.
Annoying conduct often stems
fromcluelessness. Startwith the
assumption that if you clue your
neighbor in, thedriveway incur-
sionswill lessenor even stop.

Luckily, the construction
project gives youanopportunity
to strikeupanamiable conversa-
tion,which can set the stage for a
moredifficult discussion if
needed.

If youare contemplating the
ideaof apropertyupgrade (and
whathomeowner isn’t?), youwill
naturallywant to ask yourneigh-
bors for tips and recommenda-
tions.

As theydescribe theproject,
ask aboutdifferent features, like
scope, cost estimates,materials,
design elements andduration.
Whenmight the constructionbe
finished?This couldpresent an
opening tomention that you
understand theworkdisruptions
are temporary andyou look for-
ward to seeinghownice the re-
modelwill be.

Once you’veput thedriveway
issue on the table by addressing

itsmost irksomeaspect (intrusive
construction), you should give
yourneighbors time tomull the
situationover.

If the streaming traffic prob-
lemcontinues, amoredirect
approachwill be in order. Youcan
handle it adroitly by staying
grounded in the friendlymanner
that is nowyourdefaultmode.

Thismorepointed exchange
will center on yourunderstand-
able need for privacy andconsid-

eration.You’ve alreadydemon-
strated your ownempathy for
yourneighbors’ interests.Now
you’re asking for their empathy in
return.

Inmanaginganydispute,
open-endedquestions aremore
effective than close-minded con-
clusions.Once youhaveac-
quainted yourneighborswith
your genuinedilemma, ask them
howyoumight resolve it together.
Can they comeupwith adifferent
entryway?Canyouworkout some
agreement to impose limits on the
incursions?

If all else fails, youmayhave to
install a barrier of fencingor land-
scaping to reclaimyourdriveway
for your ownexclusiveuse.But
thiswill clearly be a last resort
that happens after you’vemadea
good faith effort tobea coopera-
tiveneighbor.

Steven P. Dinkin is a professional mediator
who has served as President of the
San-Diego based National Conflict
Resolution Center since 2003. Do you have
a conflict that needs a resolution? Share
your story with The Mediator via email at
mediatethis@ncrconline.com or as an
online submission by visiting
www.ncrconline.com/MediateThis. All
submissions will be kept anonymous. If you
have questions, please email me at
lora.cicalo@sduniontribune.com

MED IATE TH I S !

A NEIGHBORLY EASEMENT AND A DRIVEWAY INVASION
BY STEVEN P. DINKIN

This week’s question deals with a problem resulting from an
agreement between next-door neighbors and property access.
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ONLINE: View this and other anniversary front pages online at sandiegouniontribune.com/150-years.


